
The aim of the UK Public Opinion Monitor is to understand better how people view life in the 
UK and how their attitudes change over time.  This can include aspects of their own life, 
wider UK society and the UK's place in the world.  As academic researchers we are 
interested in what factors influence people's views on the world in which they live.  We are 
delighted that you have agreed to be part of this important research project and look 
forward to working with you.

This is the latest questionnaire, which focuses on your interest in famous people, celebrities 
and their work in the public domain. 

Of course, all information you give us will be held in strict confidence and will not be made 
available to anyone outside the research team or attributed to you as an individual. You are 
free to withdraw from the questionnaire and/or panel at any time.  You can also skip any 
questions that you do not feel comfortable answering.  The UK Public Opinion Monitor 
complies to a research ethics code of practice and has undergone a formal research ethics 
approval process.

In return for completing this questionnaire we will include your name in a prize draw for ten 
prizes of £100 each, to be held in a few weeks. 

The questionnaire is largely made up of multiple choice questions. Please note that the 
numbering may not always be sequential - this depends on how you answer some of the 
questions. When you have completed all the questions on one page click 'next' to move to 
the next page. You can use the 'back' button to move back to previous pages in the 
questionnaire. The 'reset' button clears all the answers on the current page of the 
questionnaire. You can also click the 'save' button to save your answers and return to the 
questionnaire at a later time. If you have any questions about completing the questionnaire 
please contact us at info@ukpublicmonitor.org.



We would like to ask you a some questions about how you view 
celebrities.

1. What best describes your engagement with the following magazines, in 
either their online or hard copy format? (Tick one per line)

Look 

Always 
buy it



Read it 
once a 
week or 
more 



Read it 
less 
than 

once a 
week 
but 

more 
than 

once a 
month 



Read it 
less 
than 

once a 
month 



Avoid it



Never 
heard of 

it

Closer      

Heat      

Hello!      

OK      

Tatler      
Vanity 
Fair

     

Cosmo
politan

     

Grazia      

GQ      

FHM      



2. To what extent do you watch each of the following TV programmes that have 
been screened in the last year? (Tick one per line)

East Enders 

Always 
try to 

watch it 



Watch 
it if I 
can



Might 
keep w
atching 
if I hap
pened 
to be w
atching 

TV



Avoid it



Never 
heard 
of it



I do not 
watch t
elevisio

n

Coronation 
Street

     

Strictly 
Come 
Dancing

     

Big Brother      
Safari Vet 
School 

     

Dancing on 
Ice

     

Emmerdale      

X-Factor      
Celebrity 
Juice

     

Celebrity 
Big Brother

     

American 
Idol

     



3. When did you last look at news about celebrities in any media, including 
newspapers, magazines, television and the internet? (Tick one)

 In the last 24 hours

 More than 24 hours ago but less than 3 days ago

 More than 3 days ago but less than a week ago

 A week or more ago but less than a month

 A month or more ago

 Never

 Cannot remember

4. Why did you read those particular stories about celebrities? (Tick all that 
apply)

 I am, or my friends are, celebrities 
who are in the news

 I am generally interested in 
celebrity news and gossip

 I looked for the story because I am 
interested in finding out about that 
particular celebrity and sought out 
news about them

 I looked for the story because I 
heard that it was interesting or 
funny

 I had bought / picked up the 
publication containing the story 
because of the celebrity news it 
contained

 I had bought / picked up the 
publication containing the story, not 
because of the celebrity news but 
for its other content, and then read 
the celebrity news in it anyway

 My friends told me about it and I 
was interested in learning more

 I follow celebrities on twitter who 
tweeted it to me

 I heard about it on twitter from 
people who are not celebrities

 My friends’ websites / facebook sites 
or blogs led me to it

 I heard about the story somewhere 
else in the media and looked it up

 I was led to the story while surfing 
on the internet

 I was bored and there was nothing 
else to do

 I was filling in an idle moment at 
home

 I was filling in an idle moment while 
travelling or in a waiting room

 Cannot remember



5. On average, for how long do you read news about celebrities every week? 
(Tick one)

 More than an hour

 Up to an hour

 Up to half an hour

 5 minutes or less

 Not at all

6. On average, for how long do you talk about celebrity news with other 
people every week? (Tick one)

 More than an hour

 Up to an hour

 Up to half an hour

 5 minutes or less

 Not at all

7. What is your reason for not talking about it? (Tick one)

 I read about celebrity news but do not discuss it; I do talk about other news with 
people

 I read about celebrity news but do not talk about it or any news with anyone

 I don’t read celebrity news



8. Do you follow celebrities on Twitter? (Tick one)

 Yes, I follow celebrities on Twitter

 No, I am on Twitter but do not follow any celebrities on it

 No, I am not on Twitter

9. Do you follow celebrities on other social media? (Tick one)

 Yes, I follow celebrities on Facebook / Google + / other social media

 No, I am on Facebook / Google + / other social media but do not follow any 
celebrities on it

 No, I am not on Facebook / Google + / other social media

10. What is your general attitude to news coverage of celebrities? (Tick all that 
apply)

 I find it annoying

 I find it disturbing

 I am not interested in it

 I find it interesting

 I find it is amusing

 I find it entertaining

 It is important for my social life

 It is important in order to 
understand what is going on in the 
country and world affairs

 I am not interested in celebrities but 
am interested in famous people / 
public figures who are not 
celebrities



11. Many charities and organisations use famous people to promote their causes 
and raise awareness and funds. What do you know about famous people in 
relation to the following charities and organisations? (Tick one per line)

Action Aid 

I am not aware of 
this organisation



I am aware of this 
organisation, but 
not of any famous 
people promoting 

it 



I am aware of this 
organisation and 
of famous people 

promoting it

Amnesty 
International 

  

British Heart 
Foundation

  

CAFOD   

Christian Aid   

Help the Aged   
MacMillan 
Cancer 
Support

  

Oxfam   
Save the 
Children

  

SCOPE   

The Red Cross   

WWF   

12. In general, how do you react when celebrities promote charities and 
organisations such as those above? (Tick one)

 I take no notice of the message

 I am put off by the message

 I become more aware of the problem and the organisation

 The message persuades me to support the cause or change my behaviour in 
some other way



13. If you have responded to a famous person’s message for a good cause, what 
have you been persuaded to do? (Tick all that apply)

 I have never been persuaded to do 
anything by a famous person’s 
message for a good cause

 I clicked something on the internet 
to indicate I liked the famous 
person’s message

 I have done something to indicate 
that I did not like the famous 
person’s message

 I tried to learn more about the issue 
because of the famous person’s 
message

 I visited a website because of the 
famous person’s message

 I forwarded / retweeted / told other 
people about the famous person’s 
message because I liked it or found 
it important

 I forwarded / retweeted / told other 
people about the famous person’s 
message because I disliked it

14. If you have become more deeply involved in any cause, what actions have 
famous people’s messages encouraged you to do? (Tick all that apply)

 I have never been persuaded to do 
anything by a famous person’s 
message for a good cause

 Give money in a one-off donation

 Set up regular donations

 Give my time to the cause

 Donate some possessions to the 
cause

 Change the way I voted in a local or 
national election

 Go to a meeting

 Join a campaign

 Join an organisation / charity / party



15. In what forms have you encountered famous people’s messages for good 
causes? (Tick all that apply)

 In an advertisement

 A news story in a newspaper

 In a magazine

 On the radio

 On television

 On the internet

 On specialist websites like Look to 
the Stars or Ecorazzi

 On Facebook / Google + / other 
social media

 On Twitter

 Hearing the famous person at an 
event

 Meeting the famous person in 
person at an event

 Meeting the famous person in 
person because I work for / 
volunteer with a charity / 
organisation that works with famous 
people

Other (Please specify)

16. On the whole, do you feel you pay more attention to campaigns fronted by 
famous people than to other campaigns? (Tick one)

 Yes

 No

 Don’t know

17. On the whole, do you feel other people pay more attention to campaigns 
fronted by famous people than you do? (Tick one)

 Yes

 No

 Don’t know



18. When you hear famous people talking about poverty overseas, to what 
extent do you agree with the following statements? (Tick one per line)

Famous people are good at 
raising awareness about 
poverty in other parts of 
the world



Disag
ree St
rongly



Disag
ree



Neith
er 

agree 
nor di
sagre

e



Agree



Agree 
Stron
gly



Don't 
know

When famous people talk 
about their trips to poor 
countries I can relate to 
what they are saying

     

Famous people are good at 
communicating about 
poverty overseas in ways 
in which I can understand

     

By using the media 
attention to combat 
poverty overseas, famous 
people put their fame to 
good use

     

Famous people who speak 
out about global poverty 
are better than those who 
do not

     

Famous people spend too 
much time fundraising for 
charities and not enough 
time challenging why 
poverty exists in the first 
place

     

Famous people mainly 
support the fight against 
poverty in order to 
promote themselves

     

Famous people are part of 
an elite whose very 
existence causes poverty 
overseas

     

Famous people do not 
have enough expertise on 
poverty to speak about it

     

Famous people should ‘put 
their money where their 
mouth is’ and give more of 
their own money to help 
reduce poverty overseas

     

Famous people divert 
media attention from those 
who are actually making a 
difference to global 
poverty

     



The cultures famous 
people promote do nothing 
to make the world a better 
place

     

Famous people should 
spend more time 
promoting causes at home 
than focusing on poverty 
overseas

     

I am more likely to take 
notice of messages from 
famous people I like than 
those I dislike

     



Many thanks for taking the time to complete this questionnaire and for agreeing to 
be part of the UK Public Opinion Monitor.  Your participation is extremely valuable 
to our research.

Because you have completed this survey, we will be entering your name for a prize 
draw of ten prizes of £100 each.  The draw will take place in a few weeks.

In a few weeks, a summary of the results of this questionnaire will be available at 
www.ukpublicmonitor.org. The website has further information about the Monitor 
and you can also give us your views in the website’s discussion forum.

The next questionnaire will be sent to you in the next few weeks.  In the 
meantime if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
us at info@ukpublicmonitor.org.


