
The aim of the UK Public Opinion Monitor is to understand better how people view life in the 
UK and how their attitudes change over time.  This can include aspects of their own life, 
wider UK society and the UK's place in the world.  As academic researchers we are 
interested in what factors influence people's views on the world in which they live.  We are 
delighted that you have agreed to be part of this important research project and look 
forward to working with you.

This is the latest questionnaire, which focuses on your media habits and issues you care 
about. It should only take around 10  minutes to complete.

Of course, all information you give us will be held in strict confidence and will not be made 
available to anyone outside the research team or attributed to you as an individual. You are 
free to withdraw from the questionnaire and/or panel at any time.  You can also skip any 
questions that you do not feel comfortable answering.  The UK Public Opinion Monitor 
complies to a research ethics code of practice and has undergone a formal research ethics 
approval process.

In return for completing this questionnaire we will include your name in a prize draw for ten 
prizes of £100 each, to be held in a couple of weeks. 

The questionnaire is largely made up of multiple choice questions. Please note that the 
numbering may not always be sequential - this depends on how you answer some of the 
questions. When you have completed all the questions on one page click 'next' to move to 
the next page. You can use the 'back' button to move back to previous pages in the 
questionnaire. The 'reset' button clears all the answers on the current page of the 
questionnaire. You can also click the 'save' button to save your answers and return to the 
questionnaire at a later time. If you have any questions about completing the questionnaire 
please contact us at info@ukpublicmonitor.org.



We would first like to ask you a few questions about your media 
habits.

1. What forms of media do you access? (Tick all that apply)

 Daily newspapers

 Weekly newspapers

 Internet at home

 Internet at work

 Television

 Radio

 Smartphone (eg. iPhone, 
Blackberry)

2. What social networking sites do you use? (Tick all that apply)

 I don't use social networking sites

 Twitter

 Facebook

 Google+

 Personal blogging platform (eg. 
Wordpress, Blogger)

 Linked In

 Other



We would now like to ask you some questions about how you spend 
your time.

3. In a normal day, on average, how much time do you spend doing each of the 
following? (Tick one per line)

Watching TV 
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Listening to the radio        

Reading a newspaper        

Reading a book for leisure        

Personal internet use        

4. Which of these things do you do at least 3 times in a normal week, on 
average? (Tick all that apply)

 Read a local newspaper

 Read a national newspaper

 Listen to the radio for news

 Watch the television news

 Browse the internet for news

5. In a normal day, on average, how much time would you say you have for 
yourself? By 'time for yourself' we mean leisure time you can spend as you 
want. (Tick one)

 No time

 Less than 15 minutes

 15 to 30 minutes

 30 minutes to 1 hour

 1 to 3 hours

 3 to 6 hours

 6 to 12 hours

 More than 12 hours



6. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?

You play an active role in 
one or more voluntary, 
local or political 
organizations.



Strongl
y disagr

ee



Disagre
e



Neither 
agree 

nor disa
gree



Agree



Strongl
y agree

Most of your friends live 
nearby.

    

You don't like to discuss 
politics with other people.

    

Being involved with your 
neighbourhood is 
important to you.

    

You don't get involved with 
political protests.

    

You generally vote in 
national elections.

    

You are involved in 
voluntary work.

    

You are generally 
interested in what's going 
on in politics.

    

7. Which of the following are your top 3 favourite types of entertainment? 
(Select no more than 3)

 News

 Sport

 Soaps

 Celebrities

 Documentary

 History

 Religion

 Drama

 Action-Adventure

 Comedy

 Music

 Reality TV

 Science Fiction

 Arts

 Romance

 Crime

 Science



8. Which of the following things, if any, do you generally follow or keep up to 
date with? (Tick all that apply)

 Trade union politics

 What's number 1 in the charts

 Sports news

 International politics

 The latest celebrity gossip

 What's happening in Afghanistan

 Ups and downs of the UK economy

 Religious questions or debates

 Information on health and nutrition

9. And which of these things, if any, do you generally follow or keep up to date 
with? (Tick all that apply)

 The latest fashion in clothes

 Local council politics/elections

 Events in Westminster

 Crime and policing

 X Factor, Strictly Come Dancing, or 
other reality TV shows

 Funding for local services

 Protecting the environment

 Poverty in developing countries

 Debates about Europe



We now turn to broader perceptions about your engagement with 
the world.

10. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 
(Tick one per line)

People at work would 
expect you to know what's 
going on in the world.



Strongl
y disagr

ee



Disagre
e



Neither 
agree 

nor disa
gree



Agree



Strongl
y agree

You follow the news to 
understand what's going 
on in the world.

    

You follow the news to 
know what other people 
are talking about.

    

Your friends would expect 
you to know what's 
happening in the world.

    

It's your duty to keep up 
with what's going on in the 
world.

    

There's no point in 
watching the news, 
because it deals with 
things you can do nothing 
about.

    

It's a regular part of your 
day to catch up with the 
news.

    

Politics has little 
connection with your life.

    

You have a pretty good 
understanding of the main 
issues facing our country.

    

It really doesn't matter 
which party is in power, in 
the end things go on pretty 
much the same.

    

Sometimes politics seems 
so complicated that you 
can't really understand 
what's going on.

    

You often feel that there's 
too much media, so you 
need to switch off.

    



11. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about 
the media? By media, we mean television, newspapers, radio, internet, etc. 
(Tick one per line)

The things the media cover 
have little to do with your 
life.



Strongl
y disagr

ee



Disagre
e



Neither 
agree 

nor disa
gree



Agree



Strongl
y agree

Different sources of news 
tend to give different 
accounts of what's going 
on.

    

You trust the television to 
report the news fairly.

    

You trust the press to 
report the news fairly.

    

You trust the internet to 
report the news fairly.

    

You trust the media to 
cover the things that 
matter to you.

    

You generally compare the 
news on different 
channels, newspapers or 
websites.

    



12. Now thinking about politics, to what extent do you agree or disagree with the 
following statements? (Tick one per line)

You feel that you can 
influence decisions in your 
area.



Strongl
y disagr

ee



Disagre
e



Neither 
agree 

nor disa
gree



Agree



Strongl
y agree

You know where to go to 
find out information that 
you need.

    

People like us have no say 
in what the government 
does.

    

You trust politicians to tell 
the truth.

    

You trust politicians to deal 
with the things that 
matter.

    

You can affect things by 
getting involved in issues 
you care about.

    

You trust the government 
to do what is right.

    

Sometimes you feel 
strongly about an issue, 
but don't know what to do 
about it.

    



We would now like to ask you about an issue that you feel 
particularly strongly about.

13. Which public issue has been particularly important to you over the last 3 
months? This needn't be an issue covered in the media, but it can be any 
issue you think to be of general importance (Write in box)

14. How would you describe this issue? (Tick one)

 Local

 National

 International

15. For that issue, where have you gotten information about it from? (Tick all 
that apply)

 TV news

 Other TV programming

 Radio

 National newspaper

 Local newspaper

 Magazine

 Internet

 Personal experience

 University

 Friends/family/colleagues

 Local government

 Church

 Twitter, Facebook, or other social 
media



16. And which of these sources was MOST useful in providing you with relevant 
information? (Tick one)

 TV news

 Other TV programming

 Radio

 National newspaper

 Local newspaper

 Magazine

 Internet

 Personal experience

 University

 Friends/family/colleagues

 Local government

 Church

 Twitter, Facebook, or other social media

17. To what extent were you satisfied by media coverage of this issue? (Tick 
one)

 Very satisfied

 Satisfied

 Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied

 Dissatisfied

 Very dissatisfied



18. Still thinking about the issue you have just mentioned, which of these things 
have you done in relation to it? (Tick all that apply)

 Joined a national interest or 
campaign group

 Joined a political party

 Joined a local group or organization

 Contacted an MP, councillor, etc.

 Got in touch with a 
newspaper/TV/radio station (eg 
letter to the editor, phoned a talk 
show, sent an email or a text to a 
programme)

 Contributed to an online discussion

 Gone on a public protest

 Contributed to/created a public 
message (eg website, newsletter, 
video)

 Posted content on a social media 
site (eg Twitter or Facebook)

 Conducted a personal protest (eg 
boycotted a product, wore a slogan, 
left a meeting)

 Contributed financially to an 
organization

 Researched the topic

 Discussed with 
friends/family/colleagues.



Many thanks for taking the time to complete this questionnaire and for agreeing to 
be part of the UK Public Opinion Monitor.  Your participation is extremely valuable 
to our research.

Because you have completed this survey, we will be entering your name for a prize 
draw of ten prizes of £100 each.  The draw will take place in a few weeks.

In a few weeks, a summary of the results of this questionnaire will be available at 
www.ukpublicmonitor.org. The website has further information about the Monitor 
and you can also give us your views in the website’s discussion forum.

The next questionnaire will be sent to you in the next few weeks.  In the 
meantime if you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
us at info@ukpublicmonitor.org.


